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The New Britain Federation of

Teachers, Local 871 would like to

thank all the teachers retiring this

year. We are sorry we couldn't have

a proper sendoff, with our annual

retirement party, due to Covid19. If

in the Fall we are able to have a

party for you we will, otherwise we

will have to have one huge party in

the spring of 2021. Your service to

the children of New Britain will not

be forgotten. 
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Congrats! Retirees

Sandra  Roche 21 Years

Sandi Roche – Always a pioneer for our CTE
department when it came to our SLOs and goals,
you were always on your A game not afraid to
speak the truth and helpful for all in our
department.  Your program will always be revered
for it’s credibility and high rigor and you will be
hard to replace and greatly missed!  Enjoy your
retirement!
Tai Cichocki
 
Sandra is always positive and happy, and always
volunteering to provide guidance.  She made my
first years at NBHS much easier and less
stressful.  She will be missed tremendously.
Kevin Shubert
 
You have certified over 400 CNA students at
NBHS!  What an accomplishment and amazing
opportunity you have given our students at NBHS
and New Britain in general. You truly made our
community better! I will miss you as my colleague
but I know we will remain friends.  Enjoy time with
your family and floating! 
Love, Carolyn Ganley
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Margaret Coates 38 years

Loreen Boscarino 24 years

Margaret Coates has been a mentor, an innovator, and
an inspirer of learning for her students and peers for 38
years in the New Britain Schools.  She has worked as a
PE/Health teacher as well as teaching Special Ed in the
system while coaching varsity soccer, varsity tennis and
Unified Sports.  I have been fortunate to share an office
with Margaret for over 20 years and luckily was able to
absorb her intellect and enthusiasm toward teaching and
amazing care of the students.  I will miss her energy,
thoughtfulness and inspiration at NBHS.  I want to wish
her a wonderful retirement running, skiing and enjoying
her grandchildren! 
Sandy Dichner

The STEAM Team at Lincoln Elementary School will greatly
miss our dear colleague and friend, Lori Boscarino as she
retires after 32 years of teaching. Lori has set an example of
dedication, enthusiasm and energy to all who work with her.
She loves her students as if they were her own . She brings
new ideas to the table and loves learning. She has a zest for life
and her easy going spirit, smile and laughter will be missed in
the halls of Lincoln. We wish Lori all the best as she begins a
new chapter in her life. We know it will be filled with quality time
with her family, close friends and traveling. We love you Lori
and will miss you very much!
Alicia, Mary, MaryKate and Terry
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Linda Molnar 24 Years
When I met Linda Molnar, she was a math teacher at Pulaski Middle School. 
She was known for her strong teaching skills and her ability to run a “tight ship”. 
She welcomed me to Pulaski and we became friends.  A few years later, Linda
was transferred to Slade Middle School and taught math at Global.  During her
eighth grade year, my daughter was fortunate enough to have Linda as her
teacher.  Math was always a challenge for my daughter.  However, Ms. Molnar
helped her through.  Since that time Rachel has successfully graduated from
college and Linda has been there as our family friend.  She has celebrated
birthdays and graduations with us.  Linda has weathered being moved from her
beloved math to teaching science.  She always made sure to connect friends
together to keep things going in the right direction.  Linda Molnar has been a
positive force in the New Britain School District.  So while “girlfriend” is
retiring...she is not rid of her many friends in New Britain.
Kim Gionfriddo
 
 
 
 

I had Ms. Molnar in eighth grade at Slade Middle School when I went to Global Academy.  She taught me math.  Ms.
Molnar was always very helpful to me and to all of the students.  She wanted all of her students to be successful  Ms.
Molnar had every student keep a math journal throughout the entire year.  She had us write down steps to help us
solve different problems, definitions, etc.  I kept that journal and I used it in math through high school!  I still see Ms.
Molnar and she is still supportive of me.  I wish her the best retirement!
Rachel (Gionfriddo) Colon
 
Working with Linda has been a pleasure!  She is the epitome of a dedicated teacher and team leader.  She worked
tirelessly to ensure our students were successful.  During the two years that we’ve worked together, she’s proven to be
an amazing colleague who always inspired us to be our absolute best for our students. Her willingness to step up and
keep our team on track was admirable and appreciated by everyone.  Linda is one of the hardest working teachers I’ve
met and will surely be missed.  Thank you Linda, for everything you’ve done for me as well as our team.  I wish you
nothing but the very best in your retirement! Congratulations! 
Renee Reliford
 
Was like a mother to the students and true team leader. Dedicated and daily work hours extended into the night.
Irreplaceable. 
Keith Dube
 
Who would have know all those years ago when we piloted CMP for the district that we would have become such good
friends.  You were an amazing Algebra teacher and truly prepared your students for high school!  Congratulations on
your retirement GF!
Love, Carolyn Ganley
 
Every great teacher has to retire one day. After24 years, that day has come for you. You can rest assured knowing that
all of your hard work,  endless hours of planning  and commitment to your students made a positive impact on each
one of their lives. Sending heartfelt wishes as you begin a new chapter in your life. Enjoy your retirement and all of the
wonderful things it brings. 
Fondly,  Maria Esparra



Some people cross your path and it is just for a short stay. Denise crossed my path for the
long haul. We met back in 1994 when we both worked at the Early Learning Program at
CCSU. Denise was the Director and I was an afternoon teacher for the preschool classroom.
During that time, we just crossed paths. I came in an hour before she would leave for the
day but in our hustle and bustle we never really got to know each other. She left because
she was hired by CSDNB and shortly there after I too was hired as a teacher at DiLoreto.
Denise and I crossed paths again but this time for life. It is with great pleasure and the
highest honor that I call Denise Raducha my colleague and friend. We have not only taught
next to each other in vertical grades, but we have shared in each other’s life experiences. As
a teacher, Denise has always had the biggest heart. She loves her students fiercely and
they know and feel that love. She has the gift of getting students to learn and grow while
reinforcing their self worth. Denise is a true hero to her students and is often in contact with
families long past their going to DiLoreto. She has been invited over to families houses for
dinner and to Quinceneras and birthday parties. Just recently Denise was nominated for the
city’s Think Beyond Yourself award for education. Hearing her name called out for that
award brought the biggest smile to my face. I was so happy that she was recognized for her
dedication to our students.  I will truly miss seeing Denise every day. I will miss hearing her
laughter in the halls and her wonderful hugs when I am needing a hug.  The DiLoreto
community will never quite be the same without her. Denise, I hope that your retirement is
filled with long days at the beach and lots of loving times with Jeremy and Jamie and your
graddoggie Fin. You are very loved and will be greatly missed. 
Deirdre Falla
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Denise  Raducha  27 years

Joseph Geisler  22 years, 11 months
For over 20 years Joe G. has been  placing art at the service of education. Not just with
classroom projects and regular assignments; but with a myriad of endeavors, supporting
colleagues activities with posters and promotional displays, providing mentoring and
instructional guidance to other teachers and  paraprofessionals in need of artistic support, and
delivering the goods with after school projects and grant supported art work. And while many
of those artifacts still grace the halls of Slade Middle School and the homes of his patrons and
supporters, his most significant legacy is clearly the love of art and the skills to master its
elements he imparted to generations of New Britain students.  He has been an integral part of
our school and a wonderful resource for our students. We wish him well as his future unfolds.
Cliff Parker
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Denise  Raducha  27 years
      Denise Raducha- colleague, mentor, partner, master teacher & friend! 45+ years teaching 27 years teaching in New
Britain 26 years teaching at DiLoreto! 25 years teaching 1st grade!! 
      Anyone who has worked closely with Denise knows one thing….she is all heart!! She teaches from the heart, pours her
heart into her students and their families and opens her heart to all who are fortunate enough to work by her side. She is
loyal, strong, knowledgeable and compassionate.
      When I say she’s a master teacher, I truly mean it. Denise started her career in Bloomfield as a preschool teacher and
supervisor. She then moved on to CCSU where she worked as a Graduate Assistant and supervisor for their preschool
program. She also mentored and supervised college students going into the education field. After her work at CCSU, Denise
started teaching in NB public schools. Her first year was split teaching am/pm Kindergarten at Chamberlain and Vance. Year
two brought her to her forever home at Diloreto. She taught a 4/5 combo and then was placed in 1st grade where she has
been for the last 25 years!
      Denise knows 1st grade inside and out and has been a mentor to all of us on her team. She is the one we go to with our
questions, concerns, frustrations or just a voice of reason. We go to her before we go to our administrators and always walk
away pointed in the right direction. She is a silent hero at DiLoreto. She does her job day in and day out and never asks for
the spotlight. She does such amazing things in her classroom but you’d never know it unless you’re lucky enough to see it
first hand. She doesn't brag or need recognition. Her heart is always focused on her students and not herself. She fights for
her students, loves them, consoles them and pushes them to places they never thought they could reach. She may be quiet
about how amazing she is, but she loves to talk about her students and share their successes. She will tell you how they
went up a level or two, how they learned new sight words or how proud she was when they took a deep breath before
getting upset.
      What amazed our team the most was how she handled this whole quarantine teaching adventure. She jumped right in
and once again went above and beyond. She met with students every week, doing one to one reading lessons, lunch
bunches and even tried the new “Math Talk” lessons. She was so good with technology and wasn't afraid to try new things.
She did it all with a smile on her face and such excitement. But that’s Denise…she gives her students and her job all of her
heart! She did not slow down on March 13th! She worked harder, learned everything that was put in front of her and was
instrumental in keeping our grade level organized and focused.
      Everyone at DiLoreto is going to feel her absence. Those halls won’t be the same without her. She was always in school
early and always one of the last to leave. She couldn't walk down the hallway without being stopped by former students who
just needed one of her famous hugs. She has made such a lasting impact, not only on the students, but on all those that
worked with her. Our team will miss her more than she will ever know! We will miss how she spoke up for us anytime we
needed something. We will miss her calm presence and her loving and nurturing ways. My team (Mrs Bailey & Mrs Cuccia)
and I have a little bit of anxiety letting her go. How are we going to function without her? How will we stay focused during
meetings? How are we going to plan field trips, lesson plans and play centers without her?
      I’ve been working with Denise for over 10 years and I can’t imagine teaching without her. She’s more than a teammate,
she’s a true friend. I’ll miss going into her room every morning so we could walk to the cafe together to get our kids. I’ll miss
eating lunch with her everyday. I’ll miss her hugs, her smile and her shoulder to cry on. I’ll miss walking into her room to ask
her the most random question, knowing I’ll get an answer.
      Denise may be retiring but she will always be a part of DiLoreto. Her influence on our 1st grade team will live on in the
way we teach, the way we treat our kids and the way we represent 1st Grade and DiLoreto. She is our foundation, our rock,
our mentor and our leader. 1st grade at DiLoreto will never be the same without Mrs. Raducha. Future students may not
have her as a teacher but they will get a part of her from each one of us. She will be with us when we teach Phonics, when
we do Math Talks, when we try to plan a field trip and when we make sure to spread out at recess time!
      Let’s keep the Raducha spirit alive at DiLoreto and all over New Britain! Here are some ways we can honor Denise’s
legacy…
Walk with your teammates in the morning to greet the kids, Eat lunch with your team, Have a “Quesadilla Day” with your
lunch wave, Speak up when you have a question, Stay calm when everything seems out of control, Be a master at your
grade level, Don’t be afraid to try new technology or teaching methods, Smile and say hello to students and coworkers in the
hallway, Give lots of hugs (maybe hold off on this one for a little while), Work hard even when no one is looking, Love your
students and their families, Be loyal and supportive to your teammates and colleaguesAnd most importantly….teach with
heart!!
      We love you Deinise! DiLoreto will never be the same without you. Good luck in your next adventure!
Cristina Miano(Jovanna Bailey, Stephanie Cuccia and the whole DiLoreto family)
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Eugene Russo  23 years, 5 months 

Congratulations to Gene Russo (Slade) for his retirement after
23.5 years of service to New Britain students. Gene has served
the district in many capacities including classroom teaching at
both Slade and Smith as well as time spent working at Central
Office.  His skill at integrating his sense of humor into his desire
for order in the classroom provided students with a motivating
space to work and his willingness to help colleagues by sharing
his expertise will be sorely missed. The staff at Slade wish Gene a
long, healthy and happy retirement.
Lynda Ryba
 
Mentor to the younger teachers.  Great tech savvy and willing to
help others in this new age.Best lunch in district and shared.  A
cowboy riding off into the sunset.  Irreplaceable.
Keith Dube 

Donna Jones  22 Years
Donna, the former and present staff at Slade Middle school deeply
appreciate everything you’ve brought to our community. From your no
nonsense pragmatism to your intuitive understanding of students' needs, you
have a knack for seeing through the red tape and delivering time and time
again the lessons and insights that our students genuinely need. When the
sky started falling and every challenge a teacher faced seemed to well up all
at once, you were the stoic figure that brought a sense of calmness and
realism to the situation. Your intelligence and logical approach to pedagogy
have undoubtedly been an asset to your teams, students and parents; it will
be sorely missed.  Again, thank you for teaching with us; we learned so much
from you.
Mark Meister
 
My years teaching with you were the best.  We formed close friendships, had
many laughs and many good times!  Oh, the memories we have!  Best of all
our families became connected through football.  You are an amazing
teacher and gave your all to the students of NB.  Enjoy retirement! 
Love, Carolyn Ganley
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Lynne Day 24 Years

Diane Michaud Botti 25 Years

Your work with our most challenged students will be greatly missed
and is very much needed.  Thank you for always being there as a
genuine and amazingly kind soul.  We will miss you as an NBHS
room neighbor and will miss your bright smile.  Happy retirement!
Tai Cichocki
 
You are an angle on earth and helped our most special students!  I
will miss you so much at work but I know our friendship will
continue.  Congratulations on your retirement!  It is well deserved.  
Love, Carolyn Ganley
 
Thank you Lynne for always giving your undivided love and
attention to those special students who had the honor to have you
as their teacher. Your love, care, inclusion, kindness and
dedication never went unnoticed. You will be tremendously missed
and I hope that you enjoy your very well deserved retirement.
Idalia Crespo-Villarini
 
 

I had the honor of taking over the music program at Smith Elementary
in 2007 when Diane Michaud Botti transferred to Chamberlain. When I
started, I had no idea what big shoes I would be trying to fill!  Over the
years, she became a mentor to me, and Diane is now a close friend.  I
wish Diane the best in her retirement, and on behalf of the thousands
of students she has impacted over the years, thank you for always
making music an important part of everyone's lives. You have
impacted us all.
Rachael Dupont
 
We would like to thank Diane Botti for her dedication and service to
New Britain students. She has been a wonderful music teacher,
mentor, and nurturer. Diane’s tireless efforts in building the musical
foundations of so many students is truly appreciated. Her smile and
friendly greetings have always encouraged students to be the best
they can be. She has impacted the lives of so many students over the
years and she will be missed!
Sheila Foss-Swanson



I had the privilege of working with Pat Minges my first year teaching at Roosevelt Middle School.  Pat
was a kind and welcoming unofficial mentor.  She shared ideas with everyone. Pat always had a
calm manner that drew students to her.  She embraced different cultures and had a way of making
students who were new arrivals feel welcomed by speaking Spanish.  In addition, I will fondly
remember taking walks at Westfarms and cookouts in her backyard.  Although the retirement of
Missy Minges will be a loss to New Britain, she has earned this time.
Kim  Gionfriddo
 
Patricia Minges was a teacher of over 30 years in the middle school and at the high school levels.
 She is a teacher well beyond what is listed on the children's schedules. She taught them about their
mental, social and emotional health.  When you walked by her classroom, along with teaching
Spanish, you could see her doing yoga, breathing techniques, stretching and laughing together.  She
also enjoyed teaching them about the world in the classroom and taking them on trips from Costa
Rica to Spain. She also took them on hikes to expand their minds about the environment while
connecting that to Spanish class.  Ms Minges exposed our students to art and poetry because she
believed in exposing them to as much culture as possible.
Elaine Zerio
 
I will miss our early morning meeting in the hallway or copy room talking about travel.
Congratulations on your retirement!  “Oh, the places you’ll go”
~Carolyn Ganley
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Patricia Minges  33 years, 4 months 

Betsy Bachmann is retiring after years of dedicated
service to the children of New Britain. She spent her
entire career at Chamberlain Elementary School as a
special education teacher. Betsy is loved by the
students with whom she worked because she provided
them with a safe environment in which each child knew
that they could always trust and depend on her for her
continued support and encouragement.   Her teachings
will forever remain in the hearts of her children.
Sheila Foss-Swanson

Elizabeth Bachmann 27 Years
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NBFT Union Scholarship

 
Max Tomaiuolo – Son of Linda (art teacher at Smith Elementary) and Marc
Tomaiuolo, Max will be graduating from Xavier High School where he managed to
juggle a rigorous course load and a myriad of activities.  Max was involved with the
Xavier Streaming Network, Unified Sports, the Science National Honor Society, he
was an altar server at church, played baseball for the American Legion Post 56
throughout high school, and studied piano at the University of Hartford Music
Division.  Max’s leadership qualities and dedication to excellence in all he does,
was recognized when he was selected for membership in the Empower Leadership
Club and as a Peer Minister at Xavier.   Max is humble,accepting of others, and
always goes above what is expected.  Max has a passion for sports and has been
selected into the highly competitive Newhouse School of Public Communications at
Syracuse University.

Ariadna George– Daughter of Halina Makowska-George of New Britain High School
and Richard George, Ariadna attends Farmington High School.  Throughout high
school, Ariadna was an active member of the music program and is a member of
both the Tri-M Music National Honor Society and the ACDA Honor Choir.  She
played varsity tennis, was a member of the Model United Nations team, and was
actively involved as a student ambassador and a member of the Principal’s Advisory
Council.  Ariadna is described as being a charismatic, thoughtful learner who is
always willing to help others.  She demonstrates a confidence in all that she does
with a smile and a conviction to succeed.  Ariadna has chosen to major in biology at
the University of Connecticut this fall.
 

Hannah Zink -Daughter of Julie and Andy Zink (math teacher at New Britain High
School), Hannah attends Farmington High School. Hannah embraced every
opportunity during her high school years.  Hannah is a member of National Honor
Society, French National Honor Society, Cross Country, Indoor and Outdoor track
teams, Girl Scouts, and the Robotics Club.  Hannah held leadership roles as co-
captain of the cross country team, and Electrical Committee Head and Director of
Engineering on the Robotics team.  She has been involved with many different
volunteer experiences and has worked at Winding Hills in various capacities. 
Hannah has been described as dependable, trustworthy, dedicated, and as always
having a smile on her face.  Hannah wants to pursue a career in the field of
Engineering, most likely Mechanical Engineering, and will be attending Worcester
Polytechnic Institute.
 

Chester Yahn Memorial

Nina Saltzman Memorial

Sophie Banasiak Memorial
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AFT Plus Benefit Corner    

PET HEALTH INSURANCE

For information on how to save click here

2020-2021 NBFT Membership Meetings
September 15 NBHS

October 13 Slade

December 15 Vance

February 9 DiLoreto (Election

announcements for candidates)

March 16 Smalley (Election)  

May 12 NBHS

 

Save up to 90% on your pet’s vet bills.

Save Money

No Networks

As a union member, you’ll get
up to a 10% discount.*

Choose any licensed
veterinarian, emergency vet, or
specialist in the U.S.

https://www.unionplus.org/benefits/auto/auto-buying
https://www.unionplus.org/benefits/insurance/pet-insurance?union=aft
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Union Brothers and Sisters,
       As we finish off the unprecedented school year that this has been, I
wanted to take a moment to say thank you. I doubt that anyone would have
thought in August of last year that we would be finishing off the school year
working and supporting our students from the relative comfort of our homes. 
We have truly risen to the occasion and it makes me thankful to be a member
of both our craft and our organization. In short, we were collectively asked to
take a monumental step forward in our teaching going from a brick and
mortar environment to an online/virtual one. This was no easy task for a lot of
folks but you soldiered on. My own children and family members have
benefitted from your sacrifices and commitment. As a parent and the son of
an immunocompromised parent, I know how difficult it has been to look after
both your own families and your students. I want you to know that what you
did truly kept the world, at least in part, normal for our kids and their families.
       I know that some of our students took the time away from school more
serious than others and that many of them had a difficult, if not impossible set
of circumstances to overcome, but what matters is that you were there for
them when they needed it. The inequities that the pandemic and its
associated shutdown exposed has been troublesome and concerning to say
the least. You need to understand that while we cannot take responsibility for
the loss of educational opportunities for some students, we can be a force for
positive change and future planning going forward.
 
 

Presidents Message
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       I think that despite the conditions that we were teaching under,
we were able to craft a work MOU that was fair and workable under
the conditions at the time. We learned a great deal. Many other
Unions were not able to secure the work conditions that we did. 
Ultimately, the MOU served its purpose and allowed our members to
both keep themselves safe and outline conditions for work that
allowed for student success under very difficult circumstances.
       In mid June the Union leadership team and negotiation
committee will be preparing to negotiate a new contract and outlining
a new MOU in preparation for a new school year that will most likely
start online. Rest assured we will make every effort to do our due
diligence on our collective behalf. We recognize that we will be
negotiating under very difficult economic circumstances but will do
our very best to protect our contract. Our main priorities will be to put
into place conditions that save jobs and secure fair and favorable
work conditions no matter the teaching environment we find
ourselves in moving forward. We will be putting out information in the
weeks to come.
       Finally, I want to wish you all some well deserved rest. Although
there are a great many issues currently troubling our society, I feel
that teaching as a profession has been respected just a bit more.
Please take care of yourselves, your families, and each other
whenever possible. Many of our members have had to go at this
alone. I humbly ask that you reach out and check in on them over the
summer. To our retirees, I wish you the very best in your lives as you
move on to the next chapter. On behalf of the Union leadership team
I wish you and your continued blessings and again thank you for a
job well done.
 
In Solidarity,
 
Sal Escobales
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On behalf of the entire Membership the NBFT congratulates it members for
these happy occasions: Kristina Soultatos (Smalley) marriage, Jenna
Sayers (Smalley) birth of baby boy, Estephanie Kosinski (Smalley) birth of baby
girl, Kristen Holmes (Smalley) birth of baby boy, Stephanie Parker (Gaffney)
birth of baby boy, Jackie Bingham (Gaffney) birth of baby girl, Kaja
Hermanowski (Gaffney) birth of baby girl.
 
Our sympathy to the family and friends of the following members for their
recent losses: Sarah Bell (DiLoreto) mother passed, Nicole Sikorski (Smalley)
grandmother passed, Emily Capodiferro (Gaffney) brother passed, Michael
Pacinda (retired) mother passed away and Lois T. Hall (retired NBHS and
mother to Jacqueline H. Maddy Nursing Supervisor) passed. 
Click the link below for Lois T. Hall obituary:
 https://www.ericksonhansen.com/obituary/lois-hall
 

NBFT Welfare Report
by Nicole Solimine

If you would like to have something added to the spotlight for your
union brothers and sisters please email bornn@csdnb.org

https://www.ericksonhansen.com/obituary/lois-hall

